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Viſitation of Divine Love to thoſe Merchants of 
Babylon who have taken upon themſelves the 
office of Teachers among the people called 

BAPTISTS, whote mountain, built in their own 
wiſdom, will be deſtroyed by the ſtone cut out of 
the mountain without hands (the wiſdom and = 
power of God), with every other mountain in the 
voin of Babylon The faiſe Church ſhall - = 
fall, and the true Church be built again. 88 
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Conſiſting ot ſeveral Letters addreſſed by the Authas Ez 


to JOSEPH PROUD, a Teacher of the Baptiſts ES 
of Norwich. 5 


£4 
A 


a: 


* 

"LIP 
2 * 412 

N W 3 * 
8 yy £,2 
e 
3 » ROS TEL 

2 ay * 

rh * " 


3 2 2 72 * 2 = >, b — 
1 * — * 
e ERR. 


Pod 3 


>> 


This Work fers forth the ground of Acceptable Wor- SS 
ſhip; of Goſpel Miniſtry, of Spiritual Baptiſm; that 
is alone eſfential to ſalvation, _ & allo of the Supper 
of the Lord, the heavenly bread which alone * 
nouriſhes up the ſoul unto eternal life;”. W 
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Part; in which is given the true Account of wha 


HE Author informs theReader that the 6th & 
* laſt Letter will be publiſhed in the Second 


paſſed at a Meeting of Conference upon WATER 


BAPTISM, between Jostzen PRrouD and Jonx 
BovsELL, the 25th of the 10th mo. 1787. 
Alſo an Anſwer to Joun HunT's Pamphlet, with 


. 


a Meſſage from the Word of the Lord to the 
Teachers among the People called BapTIsTs ; 


and ſome Remarks upon the Star falling from 
Heaven to the Earth, and the fatal Conſequences 
that attended it. s 


1 
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A the Reader will naturally expect to be informed 


Letters contained in this Pamphlet, he may find it ex- 


heard a voice, which I believed to be that of the good 
| ſhepherd, ſaying, “Go and viſit my ſuffering ſeed, and 
water my tender plants,” '—l felt the drawing cords of 


of people under the name of Baptiſts, in Ber-ſtreet, in 
Norwich. I gave up to what appeared my duty; yet 
a fear attended my mind, leſt I ſhould not be in my 

proper place. Before I entered the Meeting, I fat 
down in the houſe of Joſeph Proud, the teacher of the 
- congregation, for ſome time after he and the people 


N * me by J. Proud. I did not find it my 1 Wo = 
1 Ss their Meeting, to ſpeak cones a 


MELEE RERE RE ERSEY 


FEEL A CHE 


of the motive which induced me to publiſh the 


plained in the following relation. 
My mind being overſhadowed with heavenly love, I 


divine love to pay a religious * viſit to a congregation 


had gathered together when the ſame voice which had 
before directed me, ſeemed to ſay unto me, © Drau | 
nearer to the people; of one blood the Lord made all 8m 
the nations of the earth, they are thy brethren and - 


- ſiſters, children of one father.” All doubts being re 
moved, I went and ſat down in a feat near the door, WE: 
and when their teacher had ended his ſermon, I ſtood = 
up and delivered what appeared my duty at that time 
and came away in peace. Both Joſeph Proud and John 
HFunt expreſſed great ſatisſaction at my viſit, and me 


people alſo, as will hereafter appear in a letter _ 


SY : * 
5 een aa bn 3 of the gh ner. 


HE Author informs the Reader that the 6th & 
laſt Letter will be publiſhed in the Second 
Part; in which is given the true Account of whe 
paſſed at a Meeting of Conference upon WATER 
BAPTISM, between JosgPH PROUD and JohN 
BovsELL, the 25th of the 1oth mo. 1787.— 
Alto an Anſwer to Joun HunT's Pamphlet, with 
a Meſſage from the Word of the Lord to the 
Teachers among the People called BAPTISTS; 
and ſome Remarks upon the Star falling from 
Heaven to the Earth, and the fatal Conſequences 
that attended 1 it. | 


people alfo, as will hereafter appear in a letter -ddrefied 
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AN the Reader will naturally expect to be informed 
of the motive which induced me to publiſh the 
Letters contained in this Pamphlet, he may find it ex- 
plained in the following relation. 

My mind being overſhadowed with heavenly love, I 
heard a voice, which believed to be that of the good 
ſhepherd, ſaying, “Go and viſit my ſuffering ſeed, and 
water my tender plants. l felt the drawing cords of 
divine love to pay a religious “ viſit to a congregation ; 
of people under the name of Baptiſts, in Ber-ſtreet, | in 
Norwich. I gave up to what appeared my duty; yet N 
a fear attended my mind, left I ſhould not be in my 
proper place. Before I entered the Meeting, I fat 
down in the houſe of Joſeph Proud, the teacher of the 
congregation, for ſome time after he and the people .# 
| had gathered together - when the ſame voice which had 3 =_—_ 
before directed me, ſeemed to ſay unto me, © Draw, __ 


the nations of the 3 they are thy b ad 
ſiſters, children of one father.” All doubts being re- 
moved, I went and fat down in a ſeat near the deo 
and when their teacher had ended his ſermon, I ſtood 
up and delivered what appeared my duty at that tin 

and came away in peace. Both Joſeph Proud and Joh # 
Hunt expreſſed great ſatisfaction at my viſit, and che 


to me by J. Proud. 1 did not find it my duty wh ; 2 
+ eee * 8 to ou co any cl ow 
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remony; I did not go to call the people from one 
mountain of profeſſion to another; I was ſenſible this 
would do them no good: it is not what men profeſs, 
but what they experience, f the work and operation 
of the ſpirit of God upon their hearts. As the foul of 
man yields itſelf up into the hands of the Lord, he 
will work in it, turn and overturn until he deſtroy all 
the works of the devil who rules and reigns in the 
hearts of the children of diſobedience, Man by na- 
ture is a child of wrath, in a ſtate of alienation or ſe- 
paration from the preſence of God , he has not power 
to think a good thought or to do any thing that may 
render him acceptable i in God's holy ſight, without di- 
vine help. The foul of man, in a natural ſtate, 1s in 
total darkneſs; the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh leaves 
not his creatures 1n this ſtate; but that word which 
was in the beginning, by which the world was made, 
that was with God and was God, in whom was life, di- 
vine life, this life was and is the light of men; this 
light ſhineth in the darkneſs of the heart .of man, and 
| the darkneſs comprechendeth it not; the Lord doth not 
leave man in this ſtate, but cauſes this divine light to 
ſhine through the darkneſs, and to diſcover to the ſoul 
its own miſery. It is by the light of the divine word 
of the holy ſpirit of God, the ſpirit af the father and 
the ſon Chriſt Jeſus—!l ſay it is s. the light of this holy 
principle a clear diſcovery is made to the mind of its 
own weak helpleſs ſtate and condition, without the 
' Mercy and love of God redeems it from the bondage of 
the wicked one, and tranſlate it into the glorious li- 


| 5 berty of the ſons of God, — The end of my labour of 


love in writing is to point out to thoſe who are ſeek- 


ing, a city that has foundations, whoſe maker and build- 


er The Lord is; to direct them to him who is. the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man can come to the father 
but by the ſon; the ſan of God is come in ſpirit to teach 


| *. and to lead his people out of error into all truth. My 
| WM labour is to turn the minds of the people from man un- 


© 4.49 the Lord, that their ir depengance may be alone upon 
* | us. 


will draw nigh to you, reſiſt the devil and he will flee 


experienced by all that receive the ſon of God in his 


of his. We know (faith the Apoſtle) the fon of God is 


that he has created none to deitroy them: ma's de- 


lying ſpirit ſay what he will to the contrary (for there 
are many lying ſpirits that have ariſen from the pit of 


have eaten up every green herb fit for food, ] juſt 
give the Reader a littie hint concerning them, after- 
wards I ſhall point out more clearly who theſe locuſts | 

are. Remember, there is no way into the ſheeptold but 
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his eternal power, which is ariſing and will ariſe into 
dominion in the hearts of many "thoutands ; yea, my 
faith is—the Lord will raiſe up many in this city to ſtand 
up valiantly in his cauſe; he will ſet up the ſtandard 
of truth and righteouſneſs: this meſſage 15 a viſitation 
of divine love, a call to the children of men to Come 
and liſt under the banner of the King of Kings, the 
Lord ot Lords, and the Ruler of Princes; to ſubmit 
themſelves unto his holy government, yield themſclves 
his ſervants, his children; we are his offspring, in 
him we live, move, and have our being; he 1s not | 
far away from any of us; draw nigh to Gad and he 


from you ; the power of God is revealed in che centre 
of every ſoul, by which re <demprion and ſalvation is 


appearance; he that has not the ſpirit of Go 1s none 


come, and has given us an undertanding” The ſcrip- 
tures bear teſtimony that as many as receive | n, the 
Word, the Spirit, to thele he gives power to become 
the ſons of God, even to as many as believe in his 
name. This teſtimony bear for the Lord my God — 
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ſtruction is of himſelf, but his help is of the Lord, who 
is a good maſter, and a rich rewarder of all that dilt- 
gently ſeek and ſerve him, that run the ways of his 
commandments which are given to his children and 
ſervants; the Lord gave no co! nmandments, made no 
laws, but he allo gave power to obcy them. Let the 


darkneſs), locuſts have come forth in ſwarms, they 


by Chriſt, the door Chriſt is the wiſdom and power of 
God to all thoſe that OLE obey, and abide under a 
big _ 
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his holy government; he is the heavenly vine —come, 
ye branches of the wild olive, and be ye grafted into 
him, that you may bear fruit unto God; come to him 
who is the biſhop of ſouls, and receive heavenly in- 
ſtruction; come to him who is the good ſhepherd of 
the ſheep, who fleepeth not by day nor flumbereth by 

night, whoſe eye is continually over his fiock for good; 
the good ſhepherd this day is ſtretching forth the crook 
of his love to gather his ſheep off the mountains of a 
barren profeſſion, and to lead them into the green paſ- 
tures of life; he will take his lambs out of the paw of 
the bear and of the lion, and bring them into the fold 
of reit, cauſe them to lie down in the green paſtures 
of life, and drink of the ſtreams of that river that makes 
glad the herita; ge of God.—It may be, Header, thy heart 
is a little ſoſtened in peruſing theſe lines, if thou art 
one of thoſe who are thirſting after the milk of the 
word that they may grow thereby. do not expect the 
wiſe Greek or the hard hearted Jew will reap any bene- 
fit by this labour of love, freely beftowed upon the 
children of men; I write not for worldly gain, neither 
do expect the blind bicot will receive any benefit ; 
he 1s contented with his preſent mode, though perad- 
venture he can give no better reaſon for it chan a Hot- 
tentot; it 1s the religion of his forefathers, it is the 
religion his teacher has told him is acceptable; this is 
ſufficient for him, he take things upon truſt, it is too 
much trouble for him to examine the ſacred writings, 
or to pray to the Moſt High to give him wiſdom, 
whereby he may ſce thoſe things that belong to his 
peace; this man receives his food in at his ears, he is 
ſatisfied with words, contented with the muddy waters 
of Babylon's Merchants; it is too much for him to 
labour to have bread in his own houſe and water in his 
own ciſtern ; he is too lazy to dig till he come at the 
ſpring of life in his own ground, in his own ſoul; his 
eye is without, he knows not that he has a tres -ſure in 
his own field ; knows not that a pearl of great price hes 
hid therein ; knows not that the kingdom of ages is 
wit vel 


ae the following anſwers, I had not then the 


when I came at the latter part of the laſt letter, ſome 


PF RE F-A CH vit 
within him, a kingdom of life, light and love, into 
which he may enter by the door Chriſt, the wiſdom 
and power of God unto ſalvation to all that receive, 
believe, obey, and abide in him, the heavenly vine. — 
Theſe things are not wtitten to reflect upon any religi-— 
ous ſect of people: without breach of charity there are 
bigots of every denomination, it is time for theſe to be 
awakened out of their lethargy, and to know of a truth 
that if they would enjoy peace, comfort, and conſola- 


tion, they muſt be born again; for while men live in a 


ſtate of diſobedience and rebellion againſt the law of 
God written in their hearts, againſt the revealed will of 
God as recorded in the ſacred ſcriptures, they are ſhut 
up in the kingdom of darkneſs, in a ſtate of death to 
the divine life, a miſerable ſtate indeed; but Chriſt 
came that he might redeem man out of his miſery, and 


will redeem and deliver all thoſe that accept the offer 


of his love; theſe are the elect, the choſen ſeed to 
which the promiſes belong. —1 do not mean to tire thy 


. patience, Reader, but inform thee that there are many 


truths in ſtore, and that, as I am enabled, I mean to 
bring forth food for the hungry: bleſſed are thoſe that 


hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be 
filled. To the Lord I leave theſe, to the work of his 


grace in their hearts; I pray to the Moſt High that his 
bleſſing may go along with this undertaking, having 
nothing in view but the honour of the Lord, the wel- 
fare of my fellow-creatures, and the diſcharge of that 
duty which I believe 1s required at my hands.” 

After I had attended the aforementioned meeting, 
Joſeph Proud wrote me ſeveral letters, to which I re- 


leaſt thoughts of making them appear in public ; but 


thoughts of that kind preſented themſelves to my view; 
afterwards my mind was ſtrongly impreſſed to publiſh 


them, 
JOHN BOUSELL. 
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pulſes are only given upon extraordinary occaſions, 
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LETTER L 


ESTEEMED FRIEND, 

Have received thy letter, and obſerve in it the fol- 
2 lowing paſſage : You ſeem at a loſs at preſent 
how to proceed; you are waiting for dire&tion.”—T 
acknowledge that I never in all my life ſaw more of 
my own inſuſfficiency and inability to order my own 
ſteps. This leads me to pray unto the Lord, the 
fountain of wiſdom, to direct my ways according to 
his will, and to enable me by his grace to do it when 


made manifeſt. This is conſiſtent with the Scrip- 
tures, which declare, that it is not in man who 


walketh to direct his own ſteps, but every man's 
ſteps ought to be ordered of the Lord; this thou 
wilt grant. 8 1 . 
Thy next remark is of ſome things thou deſireſt to 
remind me of: — Firſt, thou ſeemeſt afraid that 1 


depend rather too much upon an inward impulſe, 


from the ſpirit of God, which thou acknowledgeſt 
to dwell in the hearts of the Lord's people, and 1s 
their guide, comforter, and reliance. A good con- 


feſſion indeed. I intreat, I pray unto the molt 
High, that both of us may, in deep humility and 


ſeli-abaſement, wait to be led and guided by this 
good ſpirit into all truth out of all error; that we 
may become the ſons of God: for as many as are 


led by the ſpirit of God are his ſons. His children 
we are to whom we yield ourſelves to obey; this 
thou wilt acknowledge: thus far we are both of 
one mind. 5 Ns 3 


Thy next remark is—“ That extraordinary im- 


for 
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for great and uncommon purpoſes.” I anſwer, the 


Nvation of man is a matter of the greateſt concern 


—a work that muſt be begun, carried on, and com- 
pleted, by the ſpirit of God operating in the foul as 
arefiner's fire. The time is come that the axe muſt 
be laid to the root of every corrupt tree, that it ma 

be cut down and caſt into the fire; that the noble 
plant of the Lord's right-hand planting may grow 
and bring forth much fruit; and it will be well 


for both thee and me to bow in humble proſtration 


before the throne of mercy, and pray to the Lord 


that he may be pleaſed to guide us by his counſel 


while here ; that we may have a well-grounded hope 
of being admitted into his glory hereafter : and, let 
me add, if we, in childlike ſimplicity, give up and 
reſign ourſelves into the hands of our heavenly 

father, to be inſtructed and directed by him; if we 

Walk in the light as God is in the light, then ſhall we 
have fellowſhip one with another ; ; and our hands 
will be joined together by the cementing influence 


of divine love, and our language to others will be 


come and have fellowſhip with us; for truly our 


fellowſhip is with the father, and with the fon 
who is the way to the father—no man can come 
unto him but by drawing cords of divine love; it is 


the ſpirit of God that is the bread of life by which 
we are nouriſhed up unto eternal life let us eat of 
this for evermore. —My mind, dear friend, is ſet at 


liberty to communicate to thee, in childlike fim- 
| plicity, theſe truths as they are written in thoſe ſacred 
writings, the holy ſcriptures: thus far I believe 


thou wilt give me the right hand of fellowſhip. 


In thy next remark thou ſayeſt “ As you are 
detached trom every religious ſociety, I think you 
| ſhould lay aſide every preconceived opinion and ſen- 


timent, and with all ſimplicity of heart to take the 


T43) 
bleſſed book of truth and deeply examine the con= 
tents, that I might ſee in what manner the primitive 


church was formed and how conſtituted ; what were 


its doctrines, worſhip, laws, ordinances, and prac - 
tiſe.“ -—I have examined this book and find therein a 
command from the heavenly one to his followers, 


his diſciples, that they ſhould wait at Jeruſalem until 
they were endued with power from on high. They 
waited in obedience to this command, and the 


divine power overſhadowed them, and they were 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt; and began to ſpeak with 
other tongues as the ſpirit gave them utterance.— 


The church of Chriſt was formed by his eternal 


power, and there is no other foundation can be laid 


but that which is already laid, viz. Chriſt Jeſus, 
the power and wiſdom of God, revealed and made 


manifeſt. It is on this foundation the true Church has 


been and muſt be built, formed, and conſtituted : 


all its doctrines, its members, its miniſters, its prac- 
tice, muſt be conſiſtent with the wiſdom and with 


the power bearing teſtimony to the goodneſs, to the 


mercy, and love of God to mankind. The worſhip 
performed in the church of Chriit muſt be as the 


holy one ordained when inquiry was made— 


« Where was the place of true worſhip—whether 


at Jeruſalem or in that mountain ?” Chriſt declared 
that neither at Jeruſalem nor in that mountain ; but 
thoſe that worſhipped the father aright, muſt wor- 
ſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; for ſuch the fa- 


ther ſought to worſhip him. Spiritual worſhip is 


an humble dedication of the ſoul unto God, faithful 


obedience to his commandments, a uniform con- 


formity to his divine will, and ſubmiſſion to his di- 
vine government: the bodies of theſe ſpiritual wor- 


ſhippers are the temple for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell | 


IN ; 
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in; the tabernacle of God is with theſe, and he 


delights to take up his abode in them. The true 


church is built with precious poliſhed ſtones, the 

members thereof are kings and prieſts, a ſpiritual 
family qualified to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifice thro? 
the eternal ſpirit, holy and acceptable unto God. 
As to the laws and ordinances of the true ſpiritual 
church, it appears it mult be confiſtent with the 
ſpiritual diſpenſation of divine wiſdom. God is a 
God of order, his ſpirit leads us out of all evil, out 
of all error and bondage, into the glorious liberty 
of the ſons of God; it leads its followers into all 
truth ; thoſe that walk in the light they become 
children of the light and of the day, in whom there 
is no cauſe of ſtumbling. The Lord will not be 
wanting to give wiſdom to thoſe who in bumility 


ask it of him; there is a ſpirit in man, but it is the 


inſpiration of the Almighty which gives divine un- 
derſtanding.—As to there being a ſpiritual church 
in this age, I ſee it not, I cannot find it among any 


of the preſent forms ; there are many indeed that 


have tne lamp, but not the heavenly Oil; they have 
the form, but the power is wanting: tis che heavenly 


oil that cauſes the lamp to burn and the light to 


ſhine. As I cannot fee any ſociety that can truly 


be called the uncorrupt church of God, I think it 
my duty at preſent to wait at wiſdom s gate, to hear- 


ken to her voice, and humbly to obey and follow 
her directions. Herein ſeems to conſiſt my ſafety 
—to wait upon my God for divine direction and 


strength, if it ſhould pleaſe him to make me inſtru - 


mental in his hands to turn men from darkneſs to 


light, from ſatan unto God. I hops I ſhall not con- 
fer with fleſh and blood, but give up to the hea- 


venly viſion. Without the Lord builds and keeps 


the 


(7... 
the city the watchman waketh but in vain; great is 
the power of Iirzel's God, who can work by mean 
and contemptible inſtruments. The command is 
; going forth—ſound an alarm upon the mountains of 
4 Baby! on cry aloud and ſpare not. Babylon the 
mother of harlots, the falſe church, that is adulte- 
rate in heart from Chriſt the heavenly bridegroom, 
mult fall; Sion ſhall be eſtabliſhed, Jeruſalem ſaall 
become the praiſe of the whole earth, the glory of 
} the Lord ſhall cover her. Come, my friend, and 
behold the glory, the beauty, the excellency of the 
bride, the lamb: s wiſe, adorned as a bride for he 
huſband—come then and ſuck at the breaſt of con- 
ſolation and be ſatisfied; glorious things are ſpoken 
of Sion, the city of the ſaints ſolemnity; come and 
join hands in removing? away the rubbith, in laying 
the foundation; the Work is great, invite the chile 
dren of men to come and put their ſhoulders to it; 
come and afliit, lend a helping hand. I accept of 
thy offer in love; come then, help to ſet up the ſtand- 
ard of truth and righteouſneſs | in the earth; put thy 
hand to the plouph of the Goſpel, look not back, 
the Lord is a good maſter, a rich rewarder of all 
thoſe that diligently ſerve him with an upright heart. 
4 I have not time to make remarks on the whole 
of thy epiſtle, let the preſent ſuffice; thou mayſt 
# —_ by this upon what foundation my feet are ſtands 
| If thou join with me, and the Lord be with 
ang if we faithfully run the ways of his command- 
ments, then his bleſſing will attend us; he will proſ- 
per his work in our hands; I ſay peace, comfort and 
conſolation will be our portion in time, and endlets 
felicity in eternity. With love unfeigned I lubſcribe 
myſelt thy well-wiſhing friend. 


Norwich, q Mo ih, 1. BOU SELL. 


e 

P. S8. As I before obſerved—The laws, ordinances, 
doctrines, & worſhip of Chriſt's church are ſpiritual; 
the laws, ordinances, doctrines, and worſhip of the 
church of God under the levitical diſpenſation was a 
type, a figure, a repreſentation, an emblem, a ſha- 
dow, of the ſubſtance. Chriſt the ſubſtance is come; 
he who is the antitype is come; let us receive him 
in his own way; for unto as many as receive him 
he gives power to become the children of God, even 
to as many as believe in his name.—Here a large 
field of doctrine opens to my view; but my preſent 
buſineſs is to invite thee, my friend, to come come 
up higher, come and ſee the beauty of the houſe of 
the Lord; thou art near the kingdom, enter into it 
in childlike ſimplicity; it is unto babes the Lord will 
reveal the myſteries of light; the kingdom of God 
is light, and is in every man. It is the light of the 
ſpirit of God that diſcovers the ſecret workings of 
the power of darkneſs; and it is by the power of 
this divine ſpirit that the foul of man muſt be re- 
deemed and delivered out of ſpiritual Egypt; this 


holy ſpirit muſt be the guide of the ſoul through 0 
the thorny wilderneſs of this world: the ſpirit of 


God is not only a guide, but alſo the unerring 
teacher; it 1s the way, the only way to the father ; 


it is the door into the ſheep fold, and whoever climbs 


up any other way is a thiet and a robber. The ſon 
of God is come to turn theſe out of his houſe ; he 


is come to take upon himſelf his great power, he is 
come to rule and to reign : happy, yea more than 
happy, will it be for all thoſe who ſubmit to the go- 
vernment of the mighty God of Iſrael, and obey his 
laws and ordinances. Let us, dear friend, be of this 


number; let us wait upon the Lord for power from 


to 


on high; for wiſdom from above to direct us, and 
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; 1 
to look with a ſingle eye unto him in whom is the 
| fullneſs; unto him who is full of grace and truth; 
let us look unto him who 1s the bright and morning 
| ſtar, the beginning of the creation of God. This 
Was the teſtimony of the Lord's ſervants “ we be- 
held his glory as the only begotten fon of God, full of 
grace, full of truth :” he is the brightnets of the 
everlaſting light—come, let us walk in the light of 
the lamb of God, who takes away the ſins of the 
world; let us not take up our reſt in forms and 
ſhadows, but let us enjoy the ſubſtance, feel and live 
and move in and under the powerful influence of the 
1 ſpirit of God; then will his bleſſing reſts upon us, 
and our hands ſhall be made ſtrong by the hand of 
the mighty God of Jacob to carry on his work in 
the carth by his own wiſdom and power; not by 
+ the wiſdom or power of any mortal, but by his own 
= ſpirit in the heart of thoſe that receive the truth in the 
love of it; this divine love will be an influx of divine 
3 
light, whereby a clear diſcovery is made of the ſecret. 
workings of the man of tin, of the ſon of perdition, 
whoſe work is to draw men from the fimplicity of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt: it is this pure uncorrupt ſpirit 
that learcheth the deep things of God; in this ſpi- 
2 rit, by divine help, will my ſoul centre. Come, m 
brother, and meet me; do thou 5 the advice 
thou gaveſt me; labour to lay alide every preconceived 
opinion and ſentiment, and in all fimplicity of heart 
take the bleſſed book of truth, and deeply examine 
its contents; that thou mayſt plainly underſtand in 
what manner the primitive church was formed; 
then wilt thou find that the foundation of the church 
was the revelation of God; as Chriſt told Peter, 
when he acknowledged him to be the fon of God 
« fleſh and blood have not revealed this unto thee, 


Peter, 
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Peter, but my father who is in heaven ; upon this 

rock will I build my church, egainſt which the 
ates of hell ſhall never prevail.” It is only thoſe 

that do the will of God, as it is revealed un 0 them 

that obey his laws, that walk in his ſtatutes, that 


dig deep through every thing which is moveable z 


I fay it is only the doers of the will of the Lord that 
can build upon Cbriſt Jeius, who is the wiſdom and 
the power of God. It is upon this rock the right- 
cous in all ages have built and ſtood in the time of 
ſtorms and tempeſis. Come, my brother, let us 
lay aide the ſhadow and the form, and in deep 


humility and {elf abaſement, in chiidlike ſimplicity, 


cry mightily unto the Lord, who is a God hearing 


prayer, that he would be pleaſed to bow the heavens 


and come down and tabernacle with us, be our light, 
our leader, our teacher, our feeder, our king and 


 Jawgiver.. Let us pray unto him, faying, fend forth 
thy light and truth, lead vs to thy boly hill, to the 


place Where e thy honour dwells, that we may wor- 


ſhip thee in the beauty of holineſs, and in humble 


proſtration of toul fay—all glory and worſhip is due 
unto thee who fitteſt upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb tor evermore. F arcwel. 
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LETTER It; 


Dear Friend, 
I anſwer to thine The kingdom of Heaven is 
1 not found in meats and drinks, or in divers waſh— 
ings—but in doing the will of God.-—As to Water 
Baptiſm, it was a diſpenſation of a kind providence; 
it pointed unto a more ſpiritual diſpenſation, even 
of the ſpirit of God, which is as a fice to burn up 
and conſume the tin, and the drois, and the repro- 
bate filver ; to prepare the ſoul to receive the im- 
preſſion of the heavenly image, the image of holi- 
neſs; as the ſoul is conformable to this, thoſe are 
made partakers of the divine nature who have union 


and communion with the father and with the ton, 


and one with another. As many as were baptiſed 
into Chriſt they put on Chriſt, theſe were baptiſed 
into death ; theſe put off the old man with his deeds, 
which are corrupt; theſe witneſſed a death unto fin 
and new birth unto righteouſneſs, and have a part 
in him who declared—< I am the reſurrection and 
the life; he that believeth in me, altho' he were 
dead, yet ſhall he live; and he that liveth and ochev- 
eth in me, ſhall never die.“ My rind is bowed un- 
der a ſenſe of the love of God in ſending his beloved 
ſon a light into the world, that whoſoever believed 
in him ſhould not abide in darkneſs, but ſhould have 
the light of lite. How mankind are to become the 
children of God is clearly pointed forth: Walk 
in the light, and you ſhall become the children of 
the light and of the day.” Thus the children's eyes 

are opened to ſee the day of God's ſalvation dawning | 


upon their ſouls; it is thus they behold the bright= 
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neſs of the riſing of the ſun of rizhteouſneſs, a3 
with healing in his w ings to heal all their maladies. 
Except a man be born of tho water and of the ſpirit 
(or in other words—except a man be baptiſed with 
fire and the Holy 830 ſt—or r except a man be coh- 


verted and eco me as a Hee le child) he can in no wile 


enter the kin dom of heaven. This points cut the 
powerful operation of the ſpirit of God in the foul 
as a refiner with fre, and as a purifier of ſilver. The 
meſſe of the new covenant is come, whole fan 
is in his hand; he will thoroughly purge the floor 
of the heart, St make it a fit receptacle for the 

holy one to dwell in. The Ba i ptiſm that now 
faves, is not the putting away the 1 0 of the fleſh, 
but the anſwer ol a good contcience before God b 

the reſurrection of icſus Chriſt. 111 is as the ſoul, 
which, dying unto ſin, experienceth a new birth 


_ unto righteouſneſs. Chriſt becomes their righte ouſ- 


neſs, their ſanctification and ret 1CmPpton. Theſe 
touls experience the blood of ſprinkling to cleanſe 
their conſcience, to redeem them from dead works 
to jerve the living God in newnels of life. This is 
agrecable to the izcred writings, and to the ſpiritual 


ſs. thercof, as I humbly conceive, according unto 


my own experience of the unmerited mercy of the 


Lord in the Operation of his grace and power of his 


holy ip! tik. -It.is by the holy ſpirit that the foul 
mult be renewed up unto God—it is by the power 
ful influence or this divine {pirit that the foul is 


trauſlated from the kingdom of darkneſs into the 


kingdom of the ſon of God—here it is that the 
chitdre en Ol Goa {it tog ether in heavenly places— 


the canopy of divine lov e, the wing of glory is over 
theſe; the preſence of the Lord is as a crown and 


diadem unto them in their ſolemn allemblies—theſe 


and 
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1 
and only theſe are the acceptable worſhippers who 


are worſhipping the father in ſpitit and in truth, 
under the immediate influence ot his own ſpirit and 


power, which is in all and over all here the honor 


and the glory is given unto God, worthip and ado- 


ration, humble proſtrations, falling down before 


the throne of the divine majeſty, and halleluf zjahs 
and praiſes, ſaying, might, m zjeſty, and dominion, 
be aſcribed unto him who ſitteth upon tae throne, 
and unto the lamb for evermore.—-t hus, my friend, 
my mind has bcen led to ſet forth the nature of the 

true ſpiritual baptiſm of Chriſt, whereby the ſoul is 
cleanied from all the pollutions of Ach and ſpirit, 
and made a fit habitation for the Eing of Glory. 
According to the {criptures—* Your bodies are the 


temples for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in.” It will 


be happy for us both to e CXPCFIcnce the inward abode 
of the ſpirit of God; and this will certainly be not 
only ours, but the experience of every one who docs 
the will of God. 
Ten o'clock—went to mecting. 
Twelve o'clock. 

I have beheld thee this day, my 6 lend, in a vi- 
fion; I have heard the ſaying—“ The mountain of 
the Lord are WE, with us are the two great ordi- 
nances which Chriſt has eſtabliſhed in his church, 
and which are to continue to the end of the world. 
What doſt thou mean, O man, to call me to come 
up higher, ſeeing that my feet are upon the moun- 


tain of the Lord's holineſs? 1 preach the genuine 
> doctrines of the fon of God; 1 preach the goſpel 
in its antient purity ; ; my hymns are more ſpiritual 
than all others; I pray extempore ; I am doing my 


maſter's work; many are the ſeals of my miniſtry ; "i 


and wilt thou, John, call to me to come up higher! i 


What 
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What higher diſpenſation can J attain unto? Thou 


calleſt unto me to lay aſide the form and the ſha- 
dow, and to come and enjoy the ſubſtance--who 
{hall hearken to thee in this matter—-doſt thou call 


the ſacred ordinances of Chriſt forms and ſhadows-— 


and doſt thou think to draw me out of them? In 
vain is thy labor, John, my mountain is ſtrong ; I 
have fenced it about, I have many ſtrong towers, 
many ſtrong arguments to defend myſelf againſt all 


the attacks of my oppoſers; my zeal is kindled 


againſt thee, John; I will defend the cauſe of truth 


againſt the whole world.” — Come, thou mighty man 
of war, gird thyſelf with ſtrength, bring forth thy 
arguments, and let truth be honored. I have ſeen 


this day the ſtone that was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, that will pull down and utterly de- 
ſtroy, not only thy mountain, but every mountain, 


made by the hands of man in his own wiſdom and 
power. Man by wiſdom cannot find out God, nei- 


ther by his natural underſtanding and attainments 
comprehend him whole dwelling 1s in the light : 
there is no way to approach him but in the light of 
his own ſpirit. In vain do the ſons of men ſtrive, 
ſaith the Lord, to find me out in their own wiſdom; 
& vain is that worſhip which itands in the wiſdom of 
man perſormed in his own will and time; in vain 
do men worſhip me, faith the Lord, in any other 
way than I have appointed; and, as my beloved ſon 
plainly declared—* they who worſhip the father 


muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; for ſuch. 


the father ſeeketh to worthip him.” It is not at 
Jeruſalem, neither in the mountain of Samaria ; it 


is not in this ordinance, or in that ceremony; but 


in and under the influence of the ſpirit of the moſt 
high God, I have ſcripture on my ſide, and 1 find 
R 0 homie 


E 
© therein on record, that the ſtone which was cut out 
0 without hands ſmote the image upon his feet that 
were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
Look to vourſelves all you who are laboring to join 
together the wiſdom and power of God and your 
© own wiſdom ; in vain do men labor in matters of 
religious worſhip to join together their own wills to 
the will of God. The ſtone cut out of the moun- 
| tain ſhall break in pieces the great image, whoſe 
1 | brightneſs appears excellent, whoſe head is of fine 
b gold, his breaſt and arms of ſilver, his belly and his 
1 | thighs of braſs, his legs iron, and his feet part iron 
and part clay; a figure, an emblem, a repreſenta- 
tion of the image of the worſhip of God, which 
the children of men have been letting up in their 
[ own imaginations, falling down and "worſhipping 
; the work: of their own hands: an image of their 
© own making; but be aſſured, my friend, the time 
| is come when the God of heaven will ſet up a 
kingdom which ſhall never be deſtroyed, and this 
kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, but it 
ſhall break in pieces all theſe kingdoms, and ſtand 
for ever. The ſon of God is come, the heir is 
come to take on himſelf his great power; if thou 
That an eye to ſee, thou ſhall behold him coming in 
{the clouds of heaven, in power and great glory; 
the tribes of the earth ſhall mourn, the falſe pro- 
phets Who have made a garb of great ſigns and 
wonders, inſomuch that, if it were pothble, they 


would deceive the very elect. Behold, ſaith Chriſt, 
zl have told you before if they ſhall ſay unto you 
dhe is in thedeſert, go not forth, or—* in the ſecret _ 
Ieh ambers, 80 it not, go not after them, the 
kingdorn of heaven is in man. — The time is come 
that the Lord of life and glory will ſend his angels, 
1 VVFVFVVVVVV ripe his 


1 0 


his miniſters, with a ſound of a trumpet; be thou 
one of them, my beloved friend; hear and obey the 


voice of tne Lord thy God; and let us with one 


voice blow the trumpet of the Lord to ſound an 
alarm upon the mountains of Babylon and make her 
merchants to mourn. The deſolation which was 


ſpoken of by Daniel, the Prophet, which ſtands in 
the holy place, this viſion is fulfilled; alſo the viſion 


of John, the ſervant of the Lord, who ſaw an an- 
gel come down from Heaven having great power, 


and the earth was Iightened with his glory. This 
ſets forth the powerful influx of divine light that 
ſhall flow into the ſouls of the ſervants, the miniſ- 


ters of Chriſt, which ſhall ſhine in ſuch brightneſs, 
that Babylon, the great whore, the mother of har- | 
lots, who has fat as a queen, ſhall be diſcovered, | 


faying, © I am no widow, and I thall fee no ſorrow.” 


This points out the ſtate of the falſe church, of 
the {alſe prophets who have been running when the 


when he hath not ſpoken unto them; ſeeking their 


teachers, as guides ; blind guides, indeed, are theſe. 


Lord hath not ſent them, prophecying or preaching 


l 


gain from their quarter, feeding themſelves, fleecing 
their flock, and ſetting up themſelves as leaders, as 


leaders of their Poor miſerable blind followers, un- 


til they fall into the ditch of error and deluſion ; the 


bowels of compaſſion rolls towards theſe poor at- 


tered ſheep, who are ſcattered upon the barren 


venly food to eat; theſe locuſts which have come in 


ſwarms, and have ariſen from the ſmoke of the bot- 
tomleſs pit, have ſpread themſelves upon the face of 


the earth, and eaten up every green thing, and de- 


ſtroyed every herb fit for food. My under ſtanding. 


is opened into > the myſteries ot the kingdom of God, 
| it a 


—— 


mountains of an empty profeſſion, having no hea- 


| 


| 
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it is the light that comes from him, tlie fountain of 


light, that diſcovers the ſecret workings of the power 
5 of darkneſs, the workings of the myſteries of ini- 
quity. Time would fail me to write what my eyes 


have ſeen. I pray the moſt high God to ancint 


both thine und alſo mine eyes more and more with 
eye ſalve, that we may ice the great things of the 
Jaw of our God.—But to return—The great maſter 


builder of heaven and earth is about to build again 
Sion, the city of the ſaints ſolemnity; jeruſalem i 1s 
coming down from God out of heaven, adorned as 


a bride for her huſband; the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them; but, alas! 


the ſtate of Babylon (the voice is), Babylon the great 


is fallen; ſhe is become the cage of unclean birds. 
I will leave her for the preſent; and requeſt, nay, 
entreat thee to read the ſacred wr itings Cone erning 


| 


Wer, and pray to the Moſt High to give thee wiſdom 
and underſtanding into the glorious "myſterics of his 
heavenly kingdom; then, 1 doubt not, that as thou 


pecomeſt as a little child, having thy Gependcnce 
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4 only upon thy heavenly father, he will richly ſupply 
thee out of his heavenly treaſury. I pray to he 
Lord that he may, by the cementing power of his 
love, cement our ſouls together; that, being united 


in his love and by his power, we may live to his 


plory, and be inſtr umental in his hands to carry on 
his work in the earth, 


I Had but little in view when I began, my 


1 brother, but to write my thoughts concerning 


thoſe ordinances {fo called) of Baptiſm and the 
ord's Supper; but as 1 have made ſome remarks. 
pn baptiſm, I will endeavour to convey my thoughts 


to thee on what is called the ſupper of the Lord, 1. 


If ; and for this end I have ſearched the ſcriptures, 
Wo examine uren what ground it was built. —1 


( 16 ) 
his miniſters, with a ſound of a trumpet ; be thou 
one of them, my beloved friend ; hear and obey the 
voice of tne Lord thy God; and let us with one 
voice blow the trumpet of the Lord to found an 
| alarm upon the mountains of Babylon and make her 
merchants to mourn. The deſolation which was 
| ſpoken of by Daniel, the Prophet, which ſtands in 
| the holy place, this viſion is fulfilled ; alfo the viſion 
| of John, the ſervant of the Lord, wha ſaw an an- 
gel come down from Heaven having great power, 
| and the earth was lightened with his glory. This 


ſets forth the powerful influx of divine light that 


| ſhall flow into the ſouls of the ſervants, the miniſ- 
| ters of Chriſt, which ſhall ſhine in ſuch brightneſs, 
| that Babylon, the great whore, the mother of har- 
| lots, who has fat as a queen, ſhall be diſcovered, 
i _ _ faying, I am no widow, and I thall fee no forrow.” 


This points out the ſtate of the falſe church, of 
j tac falſe prophets who have been running when the 
. Lord hath not ſent them, prophecying or preaching 
| when he hath not ſpoken unto them; ſeeking their 
| gain from their quarter, feeding themſelves, fleecing 
their flock, and tetting up thenifelves as leaders, as 
teachers, as guides ; blind guides, indeed, are theſe. 
leaders of their poor miſerable blind followers, un- 
til they fall into the ditch of error and deluſion; the 
bowels of compafſſion rolls towards theſe poor ſcat- 
tered ſheep, who are ſcattered pon the barren 
mountains of an empty profeſſion, having no hea- 
venly food to eat; theſe locuſts which have come in 
ſwarms, and have ariſen from the ſmoke of the bot- i 
tomleſs pit, have ſpread themſelves upon the face of 
the earth, and eaten up every green thing, and de- 
ſtroyed every herb fit for food. My unde: ſtanding 
1s opened into the myſteries of the kin gdom of God, 
| io 
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it is the light that comes from him, tlie fountain of 
light, that diſcovers the ſecret workings of the power 
of darkneſs, the workings of the myſteries of ini- 
quity. Time would fail me to write what my eyes 


have ſeen. I pray the moſt high God to ancint 


both thine und allo mine « eyes more and more with 


eye ſalve, that we may ſee the great things of the 


law of our God.—But to return The great maſter 
builder of heaven and earth 1s about to build again 


Sion, the city of the ſaints ſolemnity; Jeruſalem is 


coming down from Gcd out of heaven, adorned as 
by bride for her buſband ; the tabernacle of God is 


with men, and he will dwell with them ; but, alas! 


the ſtate of Babylon (the voice is), Babylon the great 


is fallen; ſhe is become the cage of unclean birds. 
1 Will leave her for the preſent, and requeſt, nay, 
entreat thee to read the ſacred wr itings e erning 


her, and pray to the Moſt High to give thee wiſdom 


and underſtanding into the glorious myſteries of his 
heavenly Kingdom; then, 1 doubt not, that as thou 
becomeſt as a little child, having thy dependence 
only upon thy heavenly father, he will richly ſupply 
thee out of his heavenly trealury. I pray to the 


Lord that he may, by the cementing power of his 
love, cement our ſouls together; that, being united 


in his love and by his power, we may live to his 


glory, and be inſtr umental in his hands to carry on 
his work in the earth, 


J had but little in view when I begab, my 


brother, but to write my thoughts concerning 


thoſe ordinances (ſo called) of Baptiſm and the 


Lord's Supper; but as I have made ſome remarks 
on baptiſm, I will endeavour to convey my thoughts 
to thee on what is called the ſupper of the Lord, : 
alſo; and for this end I have ſearched the ſcriptures, 

to examine pon what ground it was built,—l 
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find that when the Lord brought Iſrael out of Egypt 
by a ſtrong arm and an out- ſtretched hand, in that 


night wherein he ſent his angel to ſlay the firſt born 
of the Egyptians, the command unto Iſrael was to 


kill a lamb without blemiſh, and to take the blood 
and ſtrike it on-. the two fide-poſts and on the upper 
dcor- -polt of the houſes wherein they eat it. This 


was a particular command for a particular purpoſe, 
a token of divine protection; for when the angel of 


the Lord ſaw the blood, he paſſed by, he paſſed over 


and the plague came not upon them; and this was 
to be unto them a memorial, and to be kept as a 


feaſt unto the Lord throughout all their generations; 


and it was to be an ordinance to them for ever, as 
were many other ordinances, but now ays binding 
upon us Gentiles. _ TO 

In relation to what paſſed the laſt time of Chriſt's 
eating the paſſover with his diſciples—l find that on 


the firſt day of the feaſt of unleavened bread the 


diſciples came to Jeſus, ſaying unto him“ Where 
wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the paſſo- 


2—- 


ver?” After he had given them directions, he fat 


down with them, and as they were cating, Jeſus 


took bread and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave It 
to the diſciples, and ſaid—“ Take, eat, this is my 


body; and he took the cup and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, faying—« Drink ye all of it; for 
this is the blood ct the new teitament which is ſhed 


for many, for the remiſſion of {fins ; 3 and I fay unto 
you, I will not henceforth drink of the fruit of the 


vine until that day when I drink it new with you in 


my father's kingdom.” This is the account Mat- 


thew gives—and what am I to learn from it ? Chriſt 
ate of the paſſover with his diſciples as it became 


him; to fulfil all righteouſneſs he took the bread 


and 


„„ 
and bleſſed it, as when he fed the multitude, and as 
was the practice of the miſter of every family a- 
mongſt the Jews, when he brake the bread. —Jeſus 
ſaid to his diſciples this is my body, and taking the 
cup, bade them drink, tclling them it was his blood. 

Upon other occaſions he ſaid, he was the bread of 


lite, which came down From God out of heaven; 


and as that earthly bread adminiſtered nouriſhment 
to their outwaid body, in like manner he, who was 
the bread of lite, ſhould be the ſpiritual food unto 
their fouls ; and alſo as the wine was to the body, 
ſo likewiſe ſhould his blood be unto the ſoul. Chriſt 
faid— e you cat the fleſh and drink the 
blood of the {on of man, ye have no life in you. 

Theſe carnal- minded men queried Ho can this 
man give us of his fleſh to eat? He anſwered— 


« The tleth profiteth nothing, it is the ſpirit that 


quickeneth.” Surcly as this paſſage is to be under- 
Rood in a ſpiritual ſenſe, ſo ought the other. This 
does not appear like a new ordinance to his church; 
for if Matthew had conſidered it in that point of 
view, he would certainly have endeavored to make 
it ſo underſtood; but I cannot gather any thing 
from his relation Which conveys to my under- 
ſtanding any ſuch duty binding upon me. All that 
1 find binding upon the Gentile believers, is where 
the apoſtles tent them word that if they abttained 
from blood, fornication, and things ſtrangled, they 
did well; but not one word do they ſay ot the pail- 
over or any other of the jewiſh ceremonies or ordi- 
nances as being binding on them. 


Chriſt is the. lamb of. God that taketh away the 


fins of the world; his fleſh is food indeed unto the 

quickened living ſpirits; ; his blood is drink indeed, 

divine nouriſhment, to every member of his hea- 
venly 
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venly body; he is the bread of life, thoſe that eat 


of this bread ſhall live for evermore. Do thou 


then, my Friend, come and partake of the ſubſtance 
come and eat of the bread of life—and drink of 
the water that Chriſt giveth, which will be in thee 
a living ipring, ſpringing up unto eternal life: the 
blood is the dite, the power of the ſpirit of God, 


by which the ſoul is not only quickened, but alſo 
preſerved alive unto him. I judge not thoſe that 


think it their duty to reſt in the ſign; but as to my- 
ſelf, I cannot live without the ſubſtance. More 
might be ſaid in ſupport of this argument but my 


end i is not controverly : I only aim in fimplicity to 


convey my thoughts on theſe matters, and I hope 


that what I have written will be taken 1 in good part. 


Thy ſincere Friend, 
Norwich, go mo. ö J. BOUSELL., 


LETTER III. 
Dear Friend, 


Think it right to make a few remarks on thy laſt 
1 two letters, as they in childlike ſimplicity preſent 


themſelves 
Thou a zcknowledgeſt that thou and thy brethren 
have been comtorted in my company; whereby thou 


concludeſt that my coming among you is of God; 
it will therefore become 8 and thy brethren 4110 
to ſtand open to receive in love and good-will what- 


ever the Lord may be pleaſed to communicate unto 
you through me. Thou art & convinced that our 
good 


[ 
4 
{2 
& 


„ A 

godd Lord hath ſome great and good ends to anſwer 
by our union of heart, and union of {ſervice tuo. 
Jam of the ſame mind, if we both in childlike 
ſimplicity wait upon the Lord to be directed of him; 
as it 15 not in man that walketh to direct his own 
ſteps, but every man's ought to be ordered of the 
Lord, and in righteouſneſs eſtabliſhed. 

As to thy remarks about the people called Qua- 
kers, they do preach Chriſt, who is the wiidom 
and power of God unto ſalvation, to ail thoſe who 
receive him, who is the light of the world that en- 
tightens every man coming intb the world; is in 
his followers the hope of glory, is their tedelier, 
their feeder, their leader, the captain of their ſalva- 
tion, who is gone before them, who thro' ſuffering 
and death did Jay down his precious life for loft man 
that he might bring many ſons unto glory; and who 
gave himſelf for us that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, —TYhelſe people believe that God was 
in Chriſt reconciled to the world, and that he is the 
only way to the father, and the author of ſalvation 
to all who believe in and obey him, and to all that 
in humility follow him in the way of regeneration - 
and newneſs of life. Chriſt is the ſpiritual ſubſtance. 
the ſpiritual food and nouriſhment to the ſoul; he 
is the head from whom lite flows into every mem- 
ber ; his precious blood is the life of the body ; it 
is by this the ſoul is redeemed and cleanſed : theſe 
people believe in Chriſt as their redeemer, and ſa- 
viour, and deliverer. As Moſes formerly was a 
captain unto Iſrael to lead them out of Egypt, 
ſa do theſe people believe Chriſt Jeſus to be their 
captain to lead them out of ſpiritual Egypt; to de- 
liver them from all their ſpiritual enemies: they 
believe * is come in ſpirit to lead his people into 


all 


| 8? 
all truth ; they believe all that 1s written concerns 
ing his death and offering vp his precious life as an 
acceptable ſacrifice unto God—the juſt ſaffering for 
the unjuſt ; they believe in his maraculous concep- 
tion, life, miracles, ſufferings, death and reſurrect- 
ion; and alſo that he aſcended on high, has led 
captivity captive, purchaſed gifts for men, even for 
the rebellious; and that he 1s : ſit cown on the right 
hand of majeſty i in glory. They believe in him, as 
to his outward appearance, as a child born, as a fon 
given, as a precious gilt to the children of men. 
We have beheld him' as the only fon of God full of 
grace and truth, unto whom is all power given both 
in heaven and in earth. We believe in him as the 
wonderful counſellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
luaſting father, the prince of peace, of whoſe go- 
vernment there ſhall be no end. By this, my friend, 
thou wilt be convinced of the principle of thele 
people in this weighty matter. They alſo believe 
him, as thou expreffeſt it to be, „the fountain 
from which all light and wiſdom flows ;” and « that 
as the ſun dwells in this world in trees, plants, and 
vegetables, by its light, heat, and operation, yet 1s 
fixed in its own orb, ſo Chriſt Jeſus reigns, lives, 
and rules, in heaven over all worlds, and is the ſun, 
heat, life, love, holineſs and happineſs, &c. to 
all that receive him.” Here, my brother, we are 
of one mind, and let us be careful, that we do re- 
ceive him in all his appearances, and believe in thoſe 
words which he hath ſaid, „ he that is with you 
ſhall be in you;” ſet us hearken to his voice who is 
the good ſhepherd of the ſheep, and let us enter into 
the fold by him who is the door; and as we here 
_obey and follow the ſhepherd of Iſrael, who ſleep- 
eth not by "uy neither llumbereth by night, and 
whole 


whoſe eye is continually over his flock for good, he 


either of mercy or Judgement, 


( 23 ) 


will aA us with all that is convenient for us. 
« The Lord is my ſhepherd (faith David), I ſhall 
not want; he maketh me to lie down in green paſ- 
tures, he leadeth me befſide the ſtill waters;“ even 
by the ſtreams of that river which ptocceds from 
the throne of God, clear as cryſtal. Comes thou and 


receive into thy foul pure and divine wiſdom that 


flows from the fountain of light; lean not to thy 
own underſtanding in matters of a ſpiritual nature; 


as men by their natural wiſdom cannot find out God; 


the wiſdom of God will confound the wildom of the 
wiſe, and bring to naugit the unde ritandings of the 
prudent; that no ſleſli may glory in his preſence, 


and that his own power may appear thro' mean and 
contemptible inſtruments, of which number I ef- 
teem myſelf one, and only as an inſtrament ; on 


which I pray the Lord may create ſongs of praiſe _ 
that ſhall be ſung unto him (not to the creature to 
whom belongs ſhame and confuſion of face}, and 


unto the lamb who fitteth with him on the throne 
for ever and ever, amen. 


I agree with thee in that thou fa yeſt—cc the life 
of real Chriſtians 1s hid with Chriſt in God, yet their 
profeſſion is public and open.” But « hou feareſt 


that ſome have conſidered religion as altogether ſpi- 


ritual and internal, until they have laid aſide every 


thing that is external.“ Who theſe people are I 


know not; I am alſo afraid there are too many who 
reſt too much in the outward form, and who are 


ſtrangers to the inward ſubſtance, life, power, and 
preſence of God in their ſolemn aſſemblies. Chriſt. 
has promiſed to meet with two or three who are 
gathered together in his name—his name is his pow- 


er, and unto this every knee muſt bow in the day 
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J hope that what I have ſaid, my friend, will ſatis- 
fy thee as to what are the principles which the people 
called Quakers hold concerning jeſus Chriſt, the 
Emanuel, who is in all, and over all; and except 
thou and I do witneſs him to reign in our hearts by 
his ſpirit, many words or writings concerning him 


will do us no good. Here then I leave theſe re- 


marks for thy ſolid conſideration ; and in the next 
place will take notice of thy judgement concerning 
the ſcriptures, and will labor to convince thee, if 
thou art open to conviction : as I have nothing in 


view but the welfare of my friend, who appears to 


me to be very near the kingdom; but there is ſtill 
ſomething required of him, which it will be very 


hard for him to part with. What is that, John? 


thou wilt ſay. I anſwer—thy life; which the Lord, 


as it appears unto me, calls for at thy hands; all 
that life thou baſt obtained by the workings and by 
the ſtrength of thy own underſtanding. In reli- 


ious concerns thou muſt become as a new born 
babe that truly thirſteth after the milk of the word, 


that thou mayſt grow thereby, The Lord is calling 


unto thee, dear friend, to lay aſide every precon- 


Ceived opinion, and with fingleneſs of heart and with 


a ſingle eye look unto him for wiſdom to direct thy 
eps ; and here I deiire to be thy companion. As 
we are thus honeſtly engaged, the Lord our God 
will bow the heavens and come down; he will hear 


from heaven, his holy habitation, and ſend forth his 
light and truth, and lead us into that city that has 


foundations whoſe maker and builder the Lord is; 
here his banner over us will be love. I write in 
faith and in full aſſurance of the accompliſhment 


of theſe truths in our fouls, if our hearts be but 
open to receive him who is the King of glory, and 


whoſe 
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whoſe glory reſts upon the tabernacles of his chil- 
dren, whoſe light ſhines round about his little ones, 
and whoſe love fills their earthen veſlcls with a 
ſtream which ſeems to flow towards thee, dear 
friend, and to thy companion alto ; drink with me 
then deep draughts of this diviae love; come and 
walk with me in the light of the ſon of God, let us 
become as the firſt fruits unto him and the firſt born 


of many brethren ; let the Lord work in us and for 


us of his good pleaſure ; it is only his own works 
can praiſe him, let us therefore ceaſe from our own 
workings, willings, and runnings, and run with 
patience the race the Lord points out, looking unto 
Jeſus the author and finiſher of faith, —Thete things 
come in my way unſought for; I believe it is a viſi- 


tation of heavenly love to thy immortal ſoul ; I tra- 


vail, my brother, in birth, until Chriſt be formed in 
thee, until thou art centered in him who is the wiſe 
dom and power of God, the foundation, the rock 


on which the righteous have built in all ages; it is 


upon him, who is the power and the wiſdom, the 


light, the life, and upon which rock the true 


church is built, againſt which the gates of hell have 


not nor ever will be able to prevail. 


But now will I return,” my friend, to point out 


to thee wherein I think thou erreſt in judgement 


reſpecting the ſcriptures, which thou ſeemeſt to think 


« the firſt and fundamental rule reſpecting all mat- 


ters of a religious nature; and thou thinkeſt it right 
ce to take all thy directions reſpecting faith and prac- 


tiſe, public and private duty, from that bleſſed and 
unerring guide,” Herein thou appeareſt to me to 
prefer the gift before the giver, the ſtream before 
the fountain, the beam of light before the ſun, the 
inexhauſtible fountain from which it flows. - Chriſt 


ſays 


26 
ſaid to his diſciples, „I will pray the father and he 
will ſend vou another comforter in my name, even 
the ſpirit of truth, wh:.ch fhall lead vou into all 
truth.“ Now, brother, whoſe voice thinkeſt thou 


it is neceſlary for me to hearken unto—the voice of 


the Lord or the voice ef mortal man, like myſelf 
ſnbject to err? By divine help I will believe him 
who tpeaks from heaven. I pray that the Lord m 

God may be my guide, my counſellor, and Hier 
in all things reſpecting faith and practice, public and 
p:ivite duty; and 1 am willing that my conduct, 
Practile, words, and 1 ſhould be proved by 
tlieſe {ſacred Wag if ihey are contrary to the re- 
vealed will of God, as therein recorded; and if they 
be inconſiſtent with the written law ad teſtimony 
given forth under divine influence, thro the ſon or 
tervants of God, believe me not. Thus, my friend, 
I am led to have my dependence upon the Lord: 


there are many private duties Which I cannot attain _ 


unto any Certain knowledge of, but from the Lord, 
my good maſter; for ] know not by any thing which ” 
is Written What is my duty to morrow, what place 


it is the Lord's will I ſhould attend, or, when there, 


to whom J mult 2 apply for wil (dom and ee 


or whether it be my duty to ſit filent or ſpeak, 


what to lay to the people. Whom ſhall the Lo: 4 


teach knowle dee, and make to underſtand heavenly 
. do&rine? Him that is weaned from the milk, and 
who has no dependence upon man; him that is 
- drawn from the breaſt of all human conſultation, 
whoſe truſt is in che Lord, and whole mind! is ſtayed 
upon his God, 


A word to the wiſe is ſufficient : 1 thought of 


| making { ſome remarks on both thy letters, my triend; 


but having enlarged. beyond expectation, let this 
ſuflice 


„ 
ſuffice for the preſent. I am, in deed and in truth, 
thy ſincere friend, WT 
J. BOUSEEL. 
Norwich, 15ti © mo. 1787. 
P. 8.— Concerning the Scriptures, Barclay ſays as 
follows: God hath ſeen meet that herein we 
ſhould, as in a loc king-glaſs, fee the conditions and 
experiences of the ſaints of old; that hnding our 
experience aniwer to theirs, we might thereby be 
the more confirmed and comforted; and our hope 
of obtaining the ſame end ſtrengthened; that ob- 
ſerving the *providences attending them, fecing 55 
{nares they were liable to, and behol; ding their 
liverances, we may thereby be made wite unto 15 . 
vation, and ſeatona! oly reproved and inſtructed 
righteouſneſs.” „ 
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LET TER IV. 


Dez ar Friend, 


Have once more Vence to reſume my pen far 
the Pau 201e of detendi: g, as 1 may be enabled 
by the Lord, the cauſe of truth, —W as I to look at 
my own {t ength in this matter I ſhould not dare to 
enter the liſts with thee who haſt been a man of war 
from thy childhood, and I conciude haft not been 
_ overcome in battle. I hy again, was I to look at 
myſelf, a poor illiterate mort al. I ſhould not dare to 
meet thee in the field of argument; but when I con- 
fider my maſter has all power, and wildom is with 
him, and that he gives a portion of it to thoſe that 
atk it of him—in him wi! u [ put my truſt; his 

power 


* 


a * 
tut . —1 fd therein written“ 


28 
power will be my ſineld, ho will be my protector, 
my deſcnder, and deliverer; therefore take heed to 
thyſelt, ! D 8 for tru 1 is {rronger than man.— 
1 have told thee before that I have beheld thy feet as 
upon a mo untain, heard thee Cry out, „ The moun- 


tin of the Lord arc we with us are the two great 


. 


ordinances Chriſt has eftabliſhed in his church which 


are to continue to the end of the world —BAPTISM 
and The SUPPER of the Logp.“ I doubt not but 


thy mountain is ſtrong, and that thou haſt many 


towers, many arguments to defend thyſelf with; 
50 remember thou art but mortal, and conſider 


i 


as hich as the heavens are above the earth, ſo are 


55 ways of the Almighty to the ways of man; his 
thoughts to mans thou ohes : the Lord has choſen 
the ioolith things of this world to confound the 


wile, to bring to naught the un del rſtanding of the 
N 


{h mY glory in his preſence. 
Come; brother, I v Ty now examine the ſerip- 
turcs, anc: ſee What they ſay concerning W ater Ba = 
There was a man 
„ font from God whote name was John, who told 
the people, „I indeed baptiſe you with water un- 
4% to repentance, bur ho hat cometh after me is 
mightier than I, he ſhall baptiſe you with the 
% Holy Ghoſt and with fire.“ Now look to thy 
ſtanding, brother, and let thy. <r. be open, and be- 
licve What. this mon, ſent of God, ſaid of his own and 
alio of the bay \tiſm of him who came after him. 
His m 9 8 bo ptiſm he « declares to be with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt and with fire. Now whom am I to believe 
—thee, Jolcpa Proud, cr thiseminent ſervant of God, 
who. ſet f. Ch the n ature of the baptiſm of Chriſt 


Prugent, that no fle 


the ſon of God coming v 2 his fan in his hand, 


thoroughly to purge the floo of che heart? This is 
e the 


| tO ſeperate the Grots and the reprol JaAre Hilver, tha 


cleanſe, will not puriſy the for 5 of man: this 


6329 
the inward fpiritual baptiſm which is chential to 
ſalvation. Chrilt fits by his ſpirit in the touls of 
thoſe that receive him in his appearance as a reſiner 
with fire, & as a purif er of Glver. The word, that is 
the ſpirit of God, is as a fire to bur up the ch 17 8 


A 


- 


— 


the foul may become as pure g old Eire to re- 
— 1 


ceive the impreſſion of the hea Wenly image, the 
image of holineis; that holinets m. be engraved 
thereon to the Lord. —The apoitty Paul Hays there 
is one baptiſm ; and John lays, that Chriſt's baptifir 
is with the Holy Ghoit, and with fire Believe 
them; yet an! tender towards thoſe ant in Encerity 


think it right to imm. er ge themicives in water; but 
am fully 8 d that elementary water wil! not 


think, thou muſt grant. Thou fycit that by Water 
Baptiſm we are to enter into the viſi Tru church, and 
that it Feprnfents our deins bur: ied unto lin, an 8 r- 
ſing to newneſs ot life. My Prayer is, that 1 PLAY en 


ter into the church of God by him who is the door, 


who has power to open, and w 94 Jeclared that 
he who climbetn Up any other way is a thief and a 


robber. Chrilt faith 0 Jam the way, no man can 


come unto me except t the father drawes him.“ 


There have been zealous contenders in e age 
for the mere form, for the thadow of teligion, who 


have reſted there, and fallen tort of experiencing 


the ſubſtance of the power of God, in which 
if any min dwell, it will beget in him a willingaefs 
to do his neavenly maſter's will as is manifeſted to 
him, If thou canſt in truth ſay, that the Lord has 


given thee a commuition to b.iptile with water, go 


on and proſper; but do not thou take upon thee to 
give commithon to any other: for I remember a very 


highly 
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4 
highly favoured ſervant of God, viz, Paul, who de- 
clared that he was not ſent to baptiſe, but to preach 
the goſpel; and altho' he did baptiſe a few by per- 


miſſion, yet he thanked God he had baptiſed no 


more. If this ſervant of God had bat of thy 
mind, that Water Baptiſm was a ſtanding ordinance 
in the church of Chriſt—I ſay, had he been of Ty 
mind, he would not have neglected fo great a duty 
as thou ſeemeſt to think it. e us confider then 
what was his duty, ſeeing that 1t pleaſed God to 


revcal his ſon in him: He conferred not with fleſh. 


and bleod, but gave up to the heavenly viſion. Ob- 
ſerve, this man received his knowledge by the reve- 
tation cf the fon of God in him, yet he had no 


knowledge of any duty to baptiſe the O nriſtian be- 


liever with elementary Water. 
Here then ws mult leave the matter to our great 
Lord aud gocd maſterto inform our underfiandings 
what is his pleaiure concerning us. 1 do not wits 
from a love ” controverſy, but from the good will 
i bear to thee; and ſhould rejoice to be joined with 
thce in the . of love; that there night be uni- 
ty of ſpirit in the bonds of peace. t his muſt be 


the work of a power above us, which work will be 


completed, it we look with a fingle eye to tne 
Lord for wiſdom, and are willing t give up every 


error, and embrace every truth as ne is pleted to re- 


veal it. Remember, that upon every glory and upon 

every truth revealed, the Lord has made a detenſe. 
Now will I take into confideration what thou ob- 

ſerveſt concerning the Supper of the Lord, as thou 


calleſt it; and which thou thinkeſt to he a ſtanding | 


Ordinance in the church: but thou wit give _ 
leave, brother, alſo to think for myſclf.— I will look 
8 again 8 


„5 
again into my bible with a ſincere deſire to find out 
truth; as I do know it is both my intereſt and daty 
to embrace it when it is revealed 1 me; and ſo 
it is thine allo; and as we are both defirous to Know 
and to do our maſter's will, it we continue in this 
mind, truth, it is likely, will ariſe and give evidence 
to its own cquirings. It is ſhown unto man what is 
$000 3 and what the Lord requires at his hands is 
that he ihould do juftly, love mercy, and walk hum- 
bly : this is true religion. Again, true religion is 
to viſit the fatnes Jeſs and the widow==thit is, to 
relieve them in their neceſſities, 2 to keep ourſelves. 
from the ipots of the world. —* « Sacrifices and burnt 
offerings, O Lord, thou would not 3 but lo it is 
Written in the volumes of thy book, I am come to 


do thy wil O God, This was the teſtimony OL 
the ſon of God. Aithy' ſacrifices and burnt ofterings 


were commanded, yet the hearts of the people be- 
ing alienated from God, even theſe became an abo- 
mination in his fight. Ie Lord will be wor- 

ſhipped out of a ie heart. I will wath my 
hands in innocency, and ſo will I encompals thy ho- 
Iy altar.” The ic truths preienied themielves un- 
ſought for; I think thou canſt underſtaid what I 
would convey bv them: the ſum and ſubſtance of 
true religion! is —an humble lubmiſſion to Uic will of 
God, as made manifeſt unto us by his ipitit, which ts 
light ; and I read—that whatever i is to be known of 
God is maniſcited in man. It will then be well tor 
us both, to turn our minds inward to the precious 
gift which God has beſtowed upon us. It is ſhown 
unto man what it is that the Lord his God requires at 
his hands. Let us learn to obey, and the victhng 
will attend; let us meditate in the ae oi t04d day 
and night; let our deligut be therein, then „all 
be 


1 


* 


be as trees planted | by the rivers fide which ſhall bear 
fruit in due ſeaſon, and whoſe leaf Mall not wither 
in the winter. 

But to reſume my ſubject, concerning what thou 
nameſt the Supper of the Lord, my bro ther l find 


not one word ot w_ New © rdinance, app: ointed by 


Chriſt, in Matthew ; only a relation that Chrift did 
eat the pallove:r with bis dilciples; the ground of 
which I have mentioned in à former letter l to which 
I reter thee.—lI have examined what Mark ſays con- 
cerning this matter; but I cannot diſcover any thing 


relating to a new ordinance: and only that ' Chrifk 


and his diſciple were ooferving the old ordi: Lance, 


appointed by the Lord to Iiract on their coming out 


of Egypt, viz. «© While they were cating, Chriſt took 


the bread, bleſſed it, brake it, and gave it to them (as 
it appears was the practiſe of the maſter of the fa- 
mily among the Jews), ſaying, take, cat, this is 
my body; and he took the cup, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it unto them, and they all 


drank of it, end he {21d unto them, this is the blood 
of the new teſtament which is ſhed dor many. —1 


cannot find any 18 ordinance here. Chriſt often 
ſpoke to his diiciples by fimilitudes. In eating that 
bread he put them in mind of himſelf, who was the 
bread of life thit came dow n from heaven, of which 
they were to cat, and which was for the nouruhment 
of their immortal touts. My | Prayer to the Moſt High 
is evermore—* Give me of this hzavenly food, that 


my ſoul may be preſerved cnt nouriſhed unto eternal 
lite.“ He took the cup and they all drank of it, and 
he ſid unto them, * this is the blcod of the new 
teitament which is ſhed, ' &c. Canſt thou undetſtan dQ: 
this pa ſſage in a literal ene has it not a ſpiritual 


me caring—did 1 not Chriſt inform them, while they 
were 


1 

were drinking the wine —of his death, of his deep 
ſufferings, and of the ſheddi ing of his precious blood 
for the Temillion of the {ins of the people? 

As I cannot find any thing in Mark's relatio: 
concerning any new ordinance commanded while 
Chriſt was cating the paſſover the laſt time with his 
diſciples, T wiil now turn to Luke, and ſee what he 
has written on this ſubject. I am fincerely defirous 
to find out truth, and as zealous for def in and 
pleading for it when it is dilcovered unto me. I find 
that Luke gives much the lame account of the p:iſ- 

ſover as Matthew & Mark; ; but with this difference 
E that when Chriſt gave the bread to his diſciples, 
ſaying, & this 18 my bo dy which is given for you,” 
he adds, „this do in remembrance of 1 me.” But what 
canſt thou gather from this patiage, or even from the 
following: While they were eating the unleavened 
bread of the paſiover, he ſaid, Fe or as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drin k this cup, ye do ſhow the 
Lord's. death till he come.” Here: i is the ſtrongeſt 
tower thou haſt in all thy mountain {excuſe my tree- 
dom, for freedom among friends is beſt), and Ido 
believe it is not all the ſtrength that I have of myſelf 
that will be ſufficient to break down this ſtrong hoid 
wherein thou haſt taken melter; for without m 
maſter's help I can do nothing. I think, if thou 
be candid, thou muſt allow victory to be on my fide 
in every engagement heretofore ; but here thou 
wilt ſmile, yea, I conclude, thou wilt ſay unto me 
—* Now look to thyſeli, John, look to thylelf thou 
"fon of duſt, thou wilt never be able to drive me 
out of this ſtrong caſtle that has ſo many bulwarks, 
that is founded upon a rock that cannot be ſhaken.” 
Be merciful, my brother; I am rather faint, having 
had a hard day 8 work, and the ſun is gone down; 


1 muſt 


N ( 24 ) 
I muſt therefore take a little breath and reſt until 
morning; I do not like to fight in the dark, there- 
fore I purpole to meet thee again in the field of bat- 
tle and try my ſtrength with thee. 
__ MorNninG.—The time thou haſt been afleep I 
have been examining the weapons thou haſt fought 
me with, and I find they are not of the fame na— 
ture, nor made of the ſame metal as thoſe of the 
apoſtle: he ſaid his weapons were not carnal but 
ſpiritual, and that they were mighty, thro his maſ- 
ter's help, to the bringing down the ſtrong holds 
of ſatan, and were alſo powerful in deſtroying 
{ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. - But to return 
to reaſon with thee about the armour thou hait co— 
vered thyſelf with in warm zeal—lI ſay thy wea- 
pons are formed in the furnace of error, and dipt in 
the liquid of acrimony; here therefore J ſtand no 
chance with thee; examine them again, and if thou 
findeſt them to be as above deſcribed, catt them away 
and put on the whole armour of light. I am wil- 
ling to miect thee upon even ground, therefore come 
down from thy mountain, and let thy fect be ſhod 
with the preparation of the goſpel of peace and of 
love; let love cover thee as a mantle, let charity nt 
on thy right hand, and let her teach our hands to 
war and cur fingers to fight in the cauſe of truth; 
then, brother, a bleſſing will attend. | „ 
Now will J examine, as the day is breaking forth, 
the foundation on which this great ordinance, as 
thou eſteemeſt it, is built, and winch thou ſayeſt is 
an ordinance of Chriſt. Let us hear what Chriſt. 
ſaid upon this ſubje& when he was eating with his 
diſciples the paſſover: he took bread and cat thereof, 
ay ing unto them, * « This do in remembrance of | 
: | me. 


At the examination of Thomas Fawb2s, who ſuffered martyrdom, in the reign of 
Qucen Mary, for his teſtimony againſt the ceremonies of the church of Roms, one. 
” | F Fecknam 
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me.” What foundation is here for a new bu!” ding, 
brother, and what grounds for : ny new and ſtard ng 
ordinance in the Chriſtian church ? Remember, that 
threc out of the tour evangeliſts leave not the leaſt 
3 w of any thing binding or Obli igatory ON the 

diſciples; this ouzht to have weight with a candid 
man who is open to corviftion remember allo, 
that the practiſe of Chriſt in diſcourſing with the 
people was to take every opportunity 81 drawing 
their minds from what was natural to that e 
was ſpiritual: as when in the converſation he held 
With the woman of Samaria at Jacob's well, he 
drew her mind by a ſimilitude from the elementary 
water, until a defire Was raiſed in her after that 
water which was ipiritual, that nouriſhed up the ſoul 

unto eternal life: and on another occafion, when he 
told the people that except they eat the fleſh and 
drank the blood of the fon of man t! ey had no life 
in them, their minds being carnal, they queried—— 
How can this man give us of his fleſh to cat? He 
anſwered them “elt is che ſpirit that quickeneth, the 
fell! pronteth nothing.” Conſider ſeriguſly this pat- 
lage, and give it its due weight, and pray unto the 
Lord for a right unde! {tandins 17 In this matter, m 
friend, that thou mayit be as a Faithful ſnepierd to 
feed the flock of God, to feed the ſheep of Chriſt 
with food that is convenient for them, with tood 
that will adminiſter nouriſhment and refreſhment'to 
their ſouls; and know, of a truth, man muſt be a 


: . partaker ” 


aſked him—How ſay you, 90 Chriſt took bread, and 10 it, and faid, take, cats 
this is my body ?** To which T. Hawkes infwered—la every word to be "underſtood 
as Chriſt ſpoke it? Chritt ſaid, I am a door, a vine, a king, a way. 
Fecknam. Chriſt ſpoke theſe words in parables, | 
Hawkes. And why ſpoke he theſe in parables, more than when he aid.” hs + oc 1 


this is my body? for after the tame 6 phraſe of ſpeech that he ſaid the one, he {aid thy 
ED other. | | 


(00-3 
partaker of Chriſt, the ſubſtance, the bread of life; 


he muſt partake of the virtue and life of the ſpirit 
of God, by which ſpirit we are baptiſed into one 
body, whereby the foul becomes a living member, 
experiencing the circulation of the pure and precious 
blood of divine hfe. The end for which Chriſt 
came was that his people ſhould have heavenly life, 
and that they ſhould have it more abundantly, Un- 
derſtand theſe things in a ſpiritual ſenſe, and receive 
this labor in love; I feel the love of my heavenly 
father to flow towards thee, my friend, as a river. 
Come up higher, the ſpirit of the Lord faith, « I 
{ſtand at the door of thy heart knocking,” waiting 
for an entrance, and crying—open unto me, my be- 
loved, receive me in the way of my coming, 1n the 
way of my appearance, and ] will come unto thee, 
take up my abode with thee, tabernacle with thee, & 
_ unto thee as an inexnauſtible fountain of living 
waters, of light, of life, and of love; come and 
roeſign th yſelf into the hands of thy creator, whoſe 
voice to thee is, my ſon give me thy heart, let thy 
affections be ſet upon the Lord and let thy depend- 
ance be upon him alone; look unto him with a ſin- 
gle eye, for all power 1s in his hands, let the Lord 
work in thee of his own good pleaſure. Here I de- 
fire to give thee the right hand of fellowſhip, to 
join with thee in doing the will of our great Lord 
and maiter, as he may be pleaſed to make it known 
unto us; and if we cannot fee alike in theſe matters, 
vet let it not hinder our labouring in the vineyard of 
the Lord. Let us not judge each other in meats 
and in drinks, ſceing that the kingdom of heaven is 
not meat & drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt: wherefore, if you be dead 
With Chriſt from the rudiments of the world, why, 
48 


3 

as if living in the world, art thou ſubject to ordi- 
nances? Touch not, taſte not, handle not things 
which all periſh in the uſing, after the commands 
ments and doctrines of men. If ye be riſen with 
Chriſt, ſeck thoſe things which are above, where 
Chriſt ſitteth on the right hand of God, to whom I 
mult leave thee. I ſtrive not for victory over thee, 
my friend, nay I travail for thy welfare, my labour 
1s love, in which I pray my foul may be proterven 
in every engagement for the cauſe of truth; truth 
will and ; come, and go with me up to the houſe 

of the Lord, to the mountain of the God of Jacob, 

who will teach us of his ways, let us therefore 
walk in his paths, wherein we Mall find peace, joy, 
comfort, and conſolation, both in time and in eter- 
nity. That this may be our experience is the ſincere 
prayer of oy truly well-wiſning friend and brother 
(1 hope in t e truth), 


Norwich, 25th 9 mo. 17879, J. BOUSELL, 
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municate to thee my faith concerning that worſhip 
Which I believe is acceptable to the Alt ig ty. In 
the Moſaic law there were many ordinances. 2 2 
pointed to be kept by the people of the Lord under 


for all thoſe that are gathered to him in ſpirit he 
ha declared that the hour is come that thoſe who 


ance, without the leadings, guidings, and influ- 
.ence of the good ſpirit ot God, is but bare profeſ- 


overſhadows with the litting up of wy licht of his 
heavenly countenance upon che people Whoſe hearts 


to thoſe that fit in darkneſs, when it plcaſes The Lord | 
to ſtretch forth his hand to draw from the ſhadow 


( 38 ) 
LETTER V. 


Dear Fricnd, 


JN my lit latter J freely conveved my thoughts to 
thee conc erning Baptiſm, and what is c alled the 
Lord' 5 up er. F am willing at this time to com- 


that diſpenſation, Which was to continue for a ſeaſon 
until \ b. loh came, unto whom the gathering ot the 
people ſhould be. Shiloh is come, yea come again, 
the lecond ume, withoat fin, unto ſalvation ; happily 


wor ſhip he tather ACCEPLADIY muſt worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth, tor ſuch the father ſeeks to wor- 
ſhip him. This clearly points out to me that all 


pretenſions to > religions worthip without the aſſiſt- 


ſion; all that is called wor {1Þ which is performed 
in the will and under the influence of the wildom 
of man in his own tine is but hypocriſy, which, al- 
though I allow in time of ignorance the Moſt High 
may, "and docs, not only wink at, but allo at times 


are fincere betore him ; but when it pleaſes him to 
cauſe his light to ſliine out of obſcurity to give light 


55 
to the ſubſtance, from the ſhell to partake of the 
kernel, when it pleaſes the Alinighty to cauſe his 
trumpet to be {« 4 ded in tlie cars of the teachers 
and the hear-: 18, laying CONE up! igber come to the 
houie of the Lord to the mountain ol the God of Ja- 

cob who his bromifed that he will teach the people 
himſelf, he who ie the wonderful countellor, it is to 
him I call the-, my beloved triend ; come thou and 
ſit low | befor re him, be 1s t to be tound in the 
ſtrong win nd, in the lte, in the wind of 1en's ima 
ginations, in the fire ot his oon kindling, blown up 
by the breath of his Own bi: it. That which is born of 
the fleſh is fl. ih, and feih and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of Got; that which is born of ſpirit is 
ſpirit, and Jr a man Ve born of the ſpirit he cannot 
lee the kin. dom of heaven : this ſets forth the neceflity 
of man's being regenerated and born agein of the 
immortal led, the word of God, not of the will 
of man; man's will can never work the work of 
righteoutncts, it ſtands in oppoulition to ihe divine 
Will. J lay again all worſhip peitormed umer tie 
influence of tlie {pirit of man, and not under tie 
influence of the ſpirit of God, is but vain; let the 
profeſſors of religous notions be ever ſo exaited, and 
let their names to tne Chriftian religion be as it may: 
expect thou will grant this, my friend, as every 
candid man muſt allow). No man can come unto God 
but by the drawing cords of his love; I believe, my 
friend, the Lord is ſtriving wich tace to bring thee into 
A nearer acqus Lintance with h. m, if thut but will- 
ling to lay down thy lite for his fake who call! for it; 
and be aſſured of this, thoſe that lay down their lives 
for the fake of truth ſhall rite to liie inimorial, *Who® | 
ſoever believeth in me (faith Chr) altho' he were 


dead, yet ſhall he live; and he chat liveth and be- 
licveth 


here 1 deſire to bear thee dompenp. my friend ; let 


Ta F 

lieveth in me ſhall never die.” Die to thyſelf, to all 
thy own workings and runnings before the Lord, 
leſt it ſhould be ſaid unto thee, thou hoſt run and I 
have not ſent ; thou haſt prophecied when I have not 


ſpoken unto thee: ſaith the Lord. Let not this meſ- 
ſage be unto thee, my friend, as an idle tals; my 


labour is in love, I ſeek thy welfare, I ſhould rejoice 


to ſee thee cloathed with white raiment, cloathed 


with the ſpirit of God; remember the ſtate of thoſe 
that take counſel, and not of him; that cover 
themſelves, and not with his ſpirit ; wait thou at Je- 
ruſalem until thou art endued with power from on 
high to work in the vineyard of the Lord; under his 
divine direction feed the flock with heavenly food, 


but remember, my friend, thou muſt receive it; 


the maſter mult firſt break the bread and blets it ae 
give it to thee before thou canſt adminiſter food 
that will afford living refreſnment to the family of 
God. That which is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit; 

nothing ſhort of ſpiritual food can fultain this im- 
mortal part and preſerve it alive: this ſets forth the 


neceſſity for the children of men to Wait upon, the 


Lord in the filence of all fleſh, to know their 
ſtrength, to be renewed in and by his power; as the 
eye of a ſervant is to his maſter and the handmaid 
to her miſtreſs, ſo are the eyes of the Lord's ſervants 
unto him until his ſalvation cometh. It 1s good for 


a man that he both patiently waits and quietly hopes 
for the ſalvation of God; him will I keep in perfect 


peace, faith the Lord, whoſe mind is ſtaid upon me, 


becauſe he truſteth in me; be ſtill, O ye iſles, and 
let the people renew their ſtrength. Draw nigh un- 
to God in ſpirit, and he will draw nigh unto thee; 


lie as with thy mouth in the duſt before the Lord: 


dif 


k R 
us humble ourſelves in his preſence and pray unto 
him to ariſe by his mighty power, and to diſperſe 
every cloud and cauſe the light of his own heavenly 
glory to ſhine in and upon our underſtandings, that 
we may truly ſay as ſome formerly did, “ We know 
the lon of God is come and has given us an under- 
ſtanding whereby we know him that 15 true, and are 
in him that i is true. Aſk, and we ſhall receive, ſeek 
and we ſhall find mere before the throne of divine 
Majeſty. 

When the Lord opens, "when the lion of the tribe 
of Judah unſeals the book of life unto our ſouls, then 
is the time to read therein; when the ſun ſhines then 
is the time to ſee the glorious truths of the goſpel of 
the ſon of God, who is s full of grace; yea, the counte- 
nance of the ſon of God is fall of grace, truth, light, 
and of love; receive him who is the light of the 
holy city; the nations of thoſe that are ſaved mult 
all} in this light, there is no other way to the fa- 
ther; thoſe that receive Chriſt, the light of the 

world, and walk in him, to theſe he gives power to 
become the ſons of God; yea, to as many as be- 
lieve in his name: be thou one of this number, my 
friend, and ſtumble not at the croſs; the preaching 
of the goſpel was to the wile Greeks fooliſhneſs, to 
the unbelieving Jews a ſtumbling block; but to 
thoſe who believed i in it they witneſſed it to be the 
Power of God unto ſalvation. Receive the viſita- 
tion of divine love tendered unto thee in the name 
of his maſter by a poor little diſciple in love, In 
my religious viſits to thee and to the people thou 
attendeſt, I ſought not yours but you, and you no 


further than that you might feel your hearts more 


and more enlarged i in the love of God. The maſter 


offers in his own way, and by fuch inſtruments : a 


he 
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. phraſes) ; he will not force heavenly bock dou 
the people's throats; nay, there are many Möge 


Louls that would be glad to Part. fe of the bread of 
ute 0 


I am altogether blind in reſpect to the way I am 
to walk in the time to come; I wait at wiidom's 
gate to be directed by her; I do know her ways to 
be ways of pleatantneſs, and all her paths peace; 
her words Grop as dew, and her ſpeech as ſmall rain, 


upon the plants of the Lord's right hand planting. 


I fincerely with both thou and all the flock thou at- 
tendeſt were truly ſheep of the heavenly fold, and 


in particular thylelt, my friend, that thou mighteſt 


have this evidence ſealed unto thee by the {pirit of 


truth, that Chriſt was thy ſhepherd, that he had 
put thee forth in the work of the miniſtiy, and had 
gone before thee at all times in all thy religious en- 
gagements : if thou haſt not this evidence, then 


wait upon the Lord for the time to come in deep 


humility, to know his holy will concerning thee. -— 
Before l conclude, let me once more inform thee of 


my ſettled and ſolid belief, viz. That all preaching, 


praying, and finging, in the will, wiſdom, and time 
of men, without the divine alles nee, is at beſt but 
will worſhip, and feigned humility, after the com- 
mandments and ordinances of men, and not accord- 
ing to the will of God.—Theſe goſpel truths have 


occurred to me while writing ; receive them there» 


fore in that love that is gentle, and eaſy to be in- 
treated; receive with meekneſs the engrafted word 
that is able to ſave thy ſoul and to preſerve thee ſpot- 


leſs before the throne of God, to whom I mult leave 


thee, and am thy ſincere friend: 


2 


rama, Vn 9 mos yy 7 Ty BOUSELL. | 


